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I´m going to explain the relation between songs and verse as a similar representations of language, 
commenting on some English songs and poems. 
1. SONGS 
Prosodic elements of the language such as stress, rhythm, accent and intonation are presented through 
songs. 
We can also develop linguistic elements of language such as lexical, morphological and phonological aspects. 
For Primary students, we have to choose songs that are familiar to young children. For example "Old 
McDonald had a farm" We can add movements, gestures or masks to make them more enjoyable.  
 
For older students, it is better to use pop songs, or modern songs. 
• Teaching vocabulary with the song "I gotta felling" sung by "Black eyes peas" where they say the days of 
the week. 
• Explanation of grammar points such as "She loves you" by The Beatles. 
• Discussion points, we can talk about Peace after listening "Imagine" from John Lenon. 
• Asking students comprehension questions about he son "Fix you" by Coldplay. 
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2. POEMS 
Another way to contextualize a grammar lesson effectively using musicality is through poems. Poems 
exaggerate the rhythmic nature of language. Therefore, they have an enormous linguistic and cultural value as 
they are authentic artistic works. 
We should select poems adequate to the level, age and interest of our students. 
 
Types of songs 
As English teachers we have to introduce the English language through a motivating way, the use of 
appropriate songs, taking into account the learner's level and interests. 
Therefore, I will explain a typology of songs in the English classroom according to the student's level: 
 First cycle children are very receptive and show great interest in everything that is taught to them. 
They are not shy and enjoy singing a lot. 
We can teach nursery rhymes, limericks, riddles and valentines. 
There is a great variety of books complying all these types of poetic composition with a strong 
rhythm and rhyme. 
They are short, have simple grammatical structure and reduced vocabulary, and most of them 
can be accompanied by actions or miming. 
o The smallest children love songs as:  
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o Songs related to specific vocabulary as:  
 
o Or counting songs as "Ten little Indians" or "Ten little monkeys" are very repetitive and 
easy to learn. 
o Movement song as "Head, shoulders, knees and toes", "this is the way". They have to sing 
and act at the same time. Since the arrivals of Total Physical Response method, this type of 
song has become very popular because are very effective on the acquisition of the 
language. 
 Second cycle. We may work with traditional songs, as they are orally transmitted, simple 
constructed, functional and representative of culture. 
Songs such as "the Mulberry Bush", "The wheels of the bus"... they allow students practice 
grammatical structures once and again.  
On the other hand it is not difficult to find songs in all Wall Disney films very suitable for this 
age. For example "Colours of the wind" in Pocahontas or "You've got a friend in me" in Toy Story. 
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Children enjoy singing together with their favourite characters and we can provide them with 
visual support using You tube videos to help them understand better the meaning of this lyrics. 
 Third cycle. These students begin to feel shy and prefer more modern songs, those that they hear 
on the radio or TV, such as "Alejandro" by Lady Gaga or "/ things" by Miley Cyrus (Hanna Montana). 
The teacher may involve students in pat of the process of selection, in order to let them feel 
more responsible of their own learning. However the teacher has to pay special attention to those 
modern songs. 
Among the great variety of modern songs, we can use: 
• Hip-hop or rap songs- such as "The black eye Peas" 
• Jazz chants- to illustrate the natural stress and intonation patterns of America 
conversational English. Carolyn Graham used and created lots of them and nowadays jazz 
chants are used in English foreign learning classrooms around the world. 
 
• Pop music- from The Beatles to Michael Jackson, Madonna or any famous song which is 
singing at the radio in that moment. 
 
Apart from these types of songs, classified by levels and ages of learners, I would like to add 
songs for special occasions and adapted songs that can be sung at any cycle. ● 
 
  
